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	STANDARD 9:
ACCREDITATION OF DOCTORAL STUDIES PROGRAMME

	Background data of doctoral studies

	Title of the studies
	

	Orientation to research area/s 
	

	Intended delivery of teaching (classical/distance learning)
	

	Final level (degree)
	

	Duration of studies and required number of credits (according to ECTS)
	

	Expected conditions for access to a study programme
	

	Planned study year of the beginning of programme and the planned date of public presentation of the programme
	

	Amount of tuition
	

	
CRITERIA:

	9.1. Concept for the accreditation of doctoral studies

· Protection of programme interests and its public presentation will be ensured by designing procedures that use fair and reasonable methods for assessment of:
· Clear, consistent and expedient institutional and programme objectives and tasks,
· Quality of teaching and research for achieving outcomes related to the set objectives and tasks,
· Programme ability to achieve tasks and reach objectives,
· Likelihood that such outcomes will be constantly monitored,
· Documented presentations of the most significant achievements in the period of minimum five years, recognized by a wider scientific research public

	Evaluation of compliance:

	Complied
	
	Partially complied
	
	Not complied
	

	Comment/Review/Recommendations:

	Evaluation criterion: Eliminatory

	9.2. Right to accreditation of doctoral studies

· Programme of doctoral studies has been proposed by a competent body of the higher education institution,
· Programme is an integral part of the mission of institution proposing it. The prerequisite is that the budget and institution plans recognize it so that it can reach its objectives and institution objectives. 
· Programme must have a sufficient number of students, infrastructure and equipment, needed for the provision of adequate professional communication, linking and student support,
· The programme requires that every student has previously completed his/her studies with at least 300 ECTS credits (or equivalent completed scope of studies),
· The programme does not have a discriminatory policy and working conditions and avoids any actions that could restrict the access to the programme, progression and completion of studies that are not relevant for students’ achievement,
· The programme adheres to the prescribed procedures that make it available to all interested candidates, through formally adopted policy and decision-making procedure for: 
· academic conditions at programme access and previously completed degree of studies,
· administrative assistance and financial requirements, 
· student evaluation of requirements,
· feedback information,
· consideration of the extension and termination of decisions made in the processes and appeal procedures for students and institution,
· policy and procedure are in accordance with the policy in other study cycles within the same institution.
Attachment:
· Decision of the competent body of the institution on initiating the procedure for the accreditation of doctoral studies

	Evaluation of compliance: 

	Complied
	
	Partially complied
	
	Not complied
	

	Comment/Review/Recommendations:

	Evaluation criterion: Eliminatory

	9.3. Institutional support

· Higher education institution as Applicant has the accredited educational programmes, secured adequate facilities, administrative and infrastructure support for the efficient work;
· Institution in its work achieves the unity of educational, scientific research and professional (expert) work and systematically monitors and evaluates the scope and quality of research work of teachers and associates;
· If it is planned the programme is to be implemented by two or more institutions, the contract governs liabilities with regard to administrative duties, teaching and supervision, signed by each institution, with the intended regular renewal of contract in no less than the period envisaged for the accreditation of doctoral studies;
· The programme supports and makes available to interested candidates, through formally prescribed policy and procedures governing the required degree, the access and admission, administrative and financial aid;
· Laboratories for doctoral research should be trained for conducting a wide research and meeting the highest professional standards;
· Students of doctoral studies should have a modern equipped library, IT support and office space available. In addition to the required number of reference books, library should provide access to a wide spectrum of online magazines. All of the required IT services should be available to students.
· For the implementation of doctoral studies programme the institution has academic staff with proven and recognized highly ranked professional references in the field of the respective study programme, i.e. compliant with the programme objectives.
· In case the institution does not have all resources needed for reaching the objectives and outcomes of doctoral studies programme, the unit should develop and document the plan for procurement of missing assets by contract for external financial, technical or other aid.

Attachment: 
· List of scientific research projects in the period of five years,
· List of current scientific research projects whose leaders are employed teachers, engaged in the doctoral studies,
· List of teachers’ and associates’ paper planned for the doctoral studies teaching in SCI/SCIE/ SSCI/A&HCI indexed magazines in the previous five years,
· List of defended doctoral thesis in the previous five years with the number of paper from the results of doctoral thesis that have been published in SCI/SCIE/SSCI/A&HCI indexed magazines,
· List of current professional projects whose leaders are teachers employed and engaged in the implementation of doctoral studies,
· Overview of awards and recognitions of teachers, associates and students for the results achieved in scientific research work.

	Evaluation of compliance:

	Complied
	
	Partially complied
	
	Not complied
	

	Comment/Review/Recommendations:

	Evaluation criterion: Eliminatory

	9.4. Curriculum of studies

· Curriculum must show its aspiration to excellence and accomplishment of educational objectives;
· Quality management should direct the programme objectives towards new approaches in theoretical and practical research. Quality should be proven with the results and integration of different research components such as designing, statistical processing (if an integral part of results processing), presentation of results and research ethics. Education should be based on didactical methods for laboratory research, supervision and drawing conclusions, liabilities for planning of research task, presentation of results and teaching skills;
· In attaining its objectives, doctoral studies should implement a clear and coherent curriculum providing all prerequisites so that the students can acquire and demonstrate essential understanding of theoretical, methodological and scientific research methods.

	Evaluation of compliance:

	Complied
	
	Partially complied
	
	Not complied
	

	Comment/Review/Recommendations:

	Evaluation criterion: Eliminatory

	9.5. Services

· Programme demonstrates that education, research and communication are based on mutual respect and professional relationship between the students of doctoral studies and the institution;
· Complete communication should be friendly and carried out in a way that reflects the highest standards. Programme should respect the individual diversity;
· Programme provides adequate mentorship to a candidate(guidance and supervision);
· At admission, the programme provides to the candidates written procedures for institution requirements and expectations regarding their abilities. Programme provides a possibility of written notification of all problems and provides a possibility of students presenting them and discussing them with those in charge of the programme, and to obtain feedback on corrective measures taken.

Attachment:
· Rules of studies in doctoral studies


	Evaluation of compliance:

	Complied
	
	Partially complied
	
	Not complied
	

	Comment/Review/Recommendations:

	Evaluation criterion: Eliminatory

	9.6. Quality assurance

· Programme demonstrates its dedication to excellence through periodic systematic reviews of objectives and tasks, educational models, curriculum, programmes, data about outcomes and ensures their adequacy;
· Programme has a complete admission policy, administrative support, financing, evaluation of results, consideration and termination of effectiveness of the decisions, in accordance with other programmes in the institution, as well as responsibilities to a personal development;
· Institution keeps records of the offer of curriculums, presence and student activities, evaluation related to admission, assessments, results, feedback to candidates, relations to former students;
· There must be assessments for the continuous and systematic consideration of programme effectiveness. Programme should define a series of measures for outcomes, using the periods of several last years for documenting and data review.

Attachment:
· Strategy of ensuring the quality of institution

	Evaluation of compliance:

	Complied
	
	Partially complied
	
	Not complied
	

	Comment/Review/Recommendations:

	Evaluation criterion: Eliminatory

	9.7. Examples of good practice

· Explain the current educational systems and higher education institutions with already implemented similar study programmes. For comparable examples present the following:
· Similarities and differences of core objectives of doctoral studies,
· Similarities and differences of learning outcomes of doctoral studies,
· Similarities and differences of the curriculum of doctoral studies.

Attachment:
Curriculums of similar faculties in the surrounding area and wider

	Evaluation of compliance:

	Complied
	
	Partially complied
	
	Not complied
	

	Comment/Review/Recommendations:
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